BABA MEZIH B1k-Gan
preseribed, but not recurn. Raba said: It follows from the essentjal
meaning of the verse, He .;h:ffﬁmr'ei‘y dsz. bus blood shall be upon i
thus thoss who lend upon wsury are compared to shedders of

lood:? Just s those who shed blood can mzke no restirution, so
those who lend upon interest can make no restitucion.

R. Nahman b. Isaac said: What is R. Fleazar's reazon?s Serip-
ture saich, [G24] [Take thou no usury of kim, or increase: but fear thy
God;] that thy brother may live with thee; [implying] rerurn it to him,
that he may be able to live with thee.

F_Now how does R. Johanan mcerpret, ‘that thy brother may live
with thee?” —He urilises it for that which was taught: If two are
raaveling on a journey [far from civihsation], and one has a
pitcher of water, if both drink, they will [borh] die, but if one
only drinks, he can reach civilisation,—The Son of Parura taughs:
It 15 better that both sheuld drink and die, rather than rhat one
should behold his companion's death. Until R. Akiba came and
taught: 'that thy brother may live with thee:” thy life takes precedence
over lus life. 4 D

An objection was raised: If their facher left them usury money,
though they know it to be usury, they are not bound to return it.
[This implies, ] Bur their father s hound to return it!s—In truth,
their father too is not bound to return it: but because the second
clause desires to state, 'If their father left them 2 cow, or a parment,
or any distinguishable object [received as interest |, they must re-
turn it for the sake of their father’s honour,” the first dlause too is
taught with reference to them. But are they then bound to make
resticution for the sake of their facher’s honour? [Why not ] apply
nere, Thow shelt not curse a ruler of thy pecple,? fwhich means], only

{1} Ezele, ihid. (2} Translating the last phraser ‘his bloed’, i 2., the bland shid by
taking vsury, shall be upon him. {3) That divect interest can be recovered
icourt. (4) With ther implies that thy life takes firat place, but that ke too has
2 tight to life after thine is assured, [For an excellent exposition of R. Akiba's
dieturs, v, Simon, Leon, Emays on Zionisw and Judaion by Achad Ha-am [1922),
Fp. 2388] (5} Thus contradicting R. [ohanan's ruling. (6} But the father
himself cannor be compelled to make rastitution. (7} Bx. XX, 27: this is
interpreted a5 2 general imunction to safeguard another Jew's honour.
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